Purpose: To identify chronologic trends and characteristics, and to gain some insights into the future direction of the Korean Journal of Urology (KJU), all articles published in the KJU over the past 5 decades were analyzed.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Changes based on a 10-year cycle were analyzed by using the bibliometric data of the total 6,730 articles recorded in the KJU from 1960 through December 2008. 5 In April 1998, the author (S Yang) prepared and distributed the database− containing theme, author, affiliated organization, abstract, year of publication, number of pages, and key words−to be incorporated in Urology Database Management System (URODMS), which was mandatory for the inspection of training hospitals. 6 This prototype database with newly added data after 1998 to 2008 was used as the material data set. The database was classified by publication type, content, and field of specialty.
Correlations among the increases in the number of articles published each year, the number of urologists, and the number of training hospitals were evaluated. Articles for which any association with a specific main organ could not be clarified were included in the category of "others".
For the sake of convenience, articles were classified by the cycle of a decade into 1960s (1960-1969), 1970s (1970-1979), 1980s (1980-1989), 1990s (1990-1999) of the journals. 8, 9 Although the total number of case reports decreased, the proportion of case reports in the field of oncology gradually increased as follows: 32% in 1960s, 35% in 1970s, 46% in 1980s, 54% in 1990s, and 60% in 2000s (Fig.   2 ).
Changing trends in specific genitourinary fields
When articles were classified into 8 fields, a steadily increasing trend was seen in the fields of oncology and voiding dysfunction/female urology (p＜0.01; Table 2 ). The oncology field slowly increased from 21% in the 1960s to 24.3% in the 1970s. However, the oncology field rapidly increased to 34.8%
starting from the 1980s, and was 41.8% in the 1990s and 41.5% 
Increasing number of experimental articles
With respect to article classification by content, the proportions of experimental articles were high at 18.2% in the 1960s, but the proportion decreased to 8.4% in the 1970s and to 9.0% in the 1980s. Then, the proportion rapidly increased to 20.4% in the 1990s and 12.7% in the 2000s (p＜0.01; Table   3 
Changing trends in specific genitourinary organs
Experimental articles in the oncology field by organ consisted of the prostate (28.2%), bladder (25.8%), and kidney 
THE PAST AND THE PRESENT OF THE KJU
During the early phase of the foundation of KUA, the 'Bulletin for Venereal Disease Prevention Association of Korea Dermatology and Urology' was first issued in January 1949, but was discontinued after the second issuance of the bulletin.
Then, the first issue of the KUA journal was published in 
FUTURE DIRECTIONS OF THE KJU
The official language of the KJU is Korean and English;
however, the language of the journal is changing to English.
The core reason to write articles for the KJU in English is that In the 1990s, the oncology field, especially of the prostate, showed a remarkable increase in the number of articles.
Although the KJU is being published mainly in the Korean language, this scientific journal is already registered in SCOPUS, EMBASE, the international scientific search engines on the web. In the aspect of information exchange, which is the most important role of a scientific journal, conversion to an English journal has become required in this time of globalization. The KUA and its members are just one step away from the final fruition of their heartfelt efforts.
